Researching African American
Genealogy: From the
Antebellum Period to the
Reconstruction Era

Nineteenth century African American genealogy 1is particularly
difficult for researchers. On Saturday, February 7, at 10:30
a.m. the Delaware Public Archives will host a special program
which will explore this challenging time period for African
American genealogy. Presented by Shamele Jordon, the program
will focus on a variety of sources and strategies for locating
ancestors using federal, county, and organizational records
from reconstruction back to the slavery time period. Records
to be discussed include Freedmen’s Bureau, Freedman’s Bank,
probate records and more.

Shamele Jordon is a researcher, lecturer and podcaster. A
researcher for the PBS series, Oprah’s Roots: African American
Lives Special and African American Lives II, Jordon has served
as president of the African American Genealogy Group 1in
Philadelphia, lectured at the Institute of Genealogy and
Historical Research in Birmingham, Alabama, and been a board
member of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania.

The program is free to the public and will last approximately
one hour. No reservations are required. For more information,
contact Tom Summers (302) 744-5047 or e-mail
thomas.summers@delaware.gov.

For information about the Delaware Public Archives, please
visit the website at http://archives.delaware.gov. You can
also like the Archives Facebook page
(http://www. facebook.com/DelawarePublicArchives), follow the
Archives on Twitter (@DEPublicArchive) and read the Archives
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blog (http://archives.blogs.delaware.gov/) to learn more about
events and other items of interest at the Archives.

The Delaware Public Archives is located at 121 Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard North in Dover. The Mabel Lloyd Ridgely
Research Room is open to the public Monday — Friday from 8
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. On the second Saturday of every month the
research room is open from 9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

The Delaware Public Archives (DPA, archives.delaware.gov), an
agency of the State of Delaware, is one of the oldest public
archives programs in the United States. DPA serves the
citizens of Delaware by identifying, collecting, and
preserving public records of enduring historical and
evidential value; ensuring access to public records for
present and future generations; and advising and educating
interested parties in the creation, management, use, and
preservation of public records.



